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The United Kingdom (UK), as a member of the European Union (EU), conforms to all EU regulations 

and directives.  For information on EU export certification requirements, please see the Food and 

Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards - Certification report prepared by the FAS Office in the 

U.S. Mission to the EU.  Note, rules on the certification of imports are complicated and in practice not 

always harmonized across EU Member States.  Products not yet harmonized are subject to UK national 

regulations. 
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Disclaimer 

  

This report was prepared by the Office of Agricultural Affairs of the USDA/Foreign Agricultural 

Service in London, UK for U.S. exporters of domestic food and agricultural products. While 

every possible care was taken in the preparation of this report, information provided may not be 

completely accurate as policies may have changed since its preparation, or because clear and consistent 

information about these policies was not available. It is highly recommended that U.S. exporters verify 

the full set of import requirements with their foreign customers, who are normally best equipped to 

research such matters with local authorities, before any goods are shipped. FINAL IMPORT 

APPROVAL OF ANY PRODUCT IS SUBJECT TO THE IMPORTING COUNTRY'S RULES AND 

REGULATIONS AS INTERPRETED BY BORDER OFFICIALS AT THE TIME OF PRODUCT 

ENTRY. 

  

The UK has fully implemented EU regulations for the import of products of animal and plant origin. 

The export certification requirements for most products destined for the EU market have been 

harmonized. For additional information on U.S. export certifications for the EU market, please see the 

FAS Office in the U.S. Mission to the EU website and their FAIRS Export Certificate report. 

  

While commercial imports of most animals and products of animal origin and plants are covered by EU 

legislation, there are exceptions.  To satisfy yourself that you can comply with the trade, welfare and 

animal health rules, you should contact the UK’s APHA Centre for International Trade Carlisle for 

further guidance. 

  

  

  

      

 

 

http://www.usda-eu.org/
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Food%20and%20Agricultural%20Import%20Regulations%20and%20Standards%20-%20Certification_Brussels%20USEU_EU-28_12-24-2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/585995/contacts-international-trade.pdf

